[A harvest time for genomic research].
The article consists in a review of the human genome project, launched a decade ago to characterise the entire human genome. The project has proved highly successful, due both to the economy of so large scale an endeavour and to the value of gaining access to such an abundance of biological information. Accordingly, similar approaches have also been adopted in efforts to characterise the entire range of genes expressed as mRNA and as protein. Genomic information has become an invaluable asset to biomedical research, and both the information obtained and the methodology developed are now important adjuncts of pharmaceutical research. Applications in clinical medicine follow, albeit at a slower rate.